[

=

=1

THE EAGLE: WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24,

1894,

13

MAKING A LIVING.

Queer Ways of Doing It in a
Large City.

Two men, one carrying a tripod and
eamera, the other carrying a high
stack of photographic plates, bound
around by & shawl strap, halted in
front of a grocery in Blue Island
avenue.

“You get them out in front and 'l
be ready for them,” said the man with
the camera, as he spread his tripod in
the gutter and took aim at the front
door of the frroeery.

The other member of the firm went
inside and sail to the grocer: “We're
roing to take o picture of your store.
You'd better come out in front with
your {amily and the clerk, Of course
you'll want to be in it."

“Why are you going to take a pic-
ture? | didn't order one.”

“That's all vight.  Youdon’t have to
pay soything unless you want to, Get
everyaody out in front.”

The grocer yelled unp-stairs to his
wife, who eame down with the two lit-
tle privls elose behind her, When she
heord what wus to be done she insisted
on guing back to “primp,” but the man
at Lthe camern objeeted.

“Ilurry up; get in position,” he
shouted.

Ilis nartner grouped the family in
the front door and said: “Lvery one
stand still."

There was & click, The man at the
camera smd “All right” and slid in a
panel. Then he and his partner gath
ered up their outfit and moved on.

Fonr doys later the puartner of the
man who hind worked the camern epme
into the grocery and displayed a dozen
handsome photographs,

“We rot a good picture,” said he to
the grocer. “That's a very good pie-
ture of you." >

“It 15w purty good picture,” said the
frrocer, closing one eye and surveyicg
the photograph with admiration,

*Those will be nice souvenirs to send
to vour friends and relatives."

“Lditln't order any pictures.”

“Certainly not, and you don't have
to talee them unless yon want to, but I
should think you eould tind use for a
dozen of them.”

VW hut are they worth?"

“1'll let you have them for two dol-
lars and o half.”

“I didn't order 'em and [ don’t care
much for 'em, but I'll give you two
dollars.”

*“That's pretty cheap, but I'll take

it

It is thus that some street photo-
graphers malke their money. They
know that every business man is flut-
tered when he sees himself in a photo-
graph standing in o proprietary atti-
tnue in front of his establisment.

'his is but one of the many unusual
ways of making money in a large clty,
There are small and triviol demands
which are multiplied by a layge popu-
tion, so that it often becomes profit-
uble to furnish o supply. A profes-
sional eoclrogeh exterminator would

not seem to be a publie necessity, yet
the cockroach man in Chicago makesn
good living  There are hotels, restan-
rants and apartment buildings always
ready to pay him a good price to come
with his insect powder and patent
blower and fill all the cracks and cor-
ners of the building with o poison
which will kill the pestiferous little
animals, In some instunces he malkes
yearly contract and agrees to keep the
premises clear,

The professional ratter agrees for a
certain sum to turn loose his fervets
and kill all the rats in a building
There are several “rotters” who are
employed by the janitors of the big
down-town buildings. In wholessle
dry-goods and grocery honses the
“ratter” is an important man. He
and his ferrets elepn the premises of
rats and mice and save much property
from destroction

The soap artist makes a good living.
He works prineipally in saloons and
barber-shops, making ornate designs
on the mirrors with a pilece of white
soap. He is a rapid workman and is
good on fancy letters, For a quarter

f & dollar he will convert a lurge | . ; !
L2 = ¥ S i | don't eare o continental aboot it My

mirror into & gizantic picture with
pale effects, and usually he will spend
the money with the house. Of lute
these journeymen artists have begun
to use water colors for their mirror
decorations. The bright eolors give a
more startling effect and can be
easily washed off at any time. At
least two theaters employ men to
deporate saloon mirrors with gay ad-
vertisements.

There are three men in Chicago who
malee o fairly good living by marlket-
ing ldeas. That i& their business
Suppose 4 man opens o new restan-
rant. The “idea™ man go § into the
place nud says: *Why not put out asign
that you'll give a dish of ice erepm free
to every red-headed man. It would
cause talk."

If the restanrant man adopts the
suggestion the “idea" man will expect
to be paid for it

Ile writes poetry for soaps and pat-
ent medicines and subunits it to the
proprietors. I they like it he nomes
his price, At the big retail stores he
drops in and confides new and start-
ling schemes for advertising. lle
fpoes to the theatrienl manager, and
suys: “llere, wouldn't this be u good

Qg

cateh line?

| “I hove traced the gencaloty of your

| bean offored him and
| tnoned im to purchuse it uno matter

Dy by day he pokes into other|

people's business, and is well paid for

it, beenuse, after all, there is nothing |
more valuable than ideas of the vight |

kind,

The professional entertainer whe
froes to evening parties amd cheers up
the puests hus never made a deelided
suceess in Chieago, There are a fow
of thesa entertainers who fiud some
employment, but the only attempt to
astablish o burean where they m ght
be employed at any time was o failure,
[n 1808 Durr Melntosh, the actor, es-
tublished such a burcan and engagedl
a lurge number of compotent musi-
clons, singers and readers, whio were
to be let out to parties an | roceptivns
at so mueh o night, Mr. Melntooh had

| made o SUCCOSS A4S A ]'I:l.rlul' enterta ner
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| her the contract to wash dishes for

‘speiety people, but the others neg-

duee the Dritid stom in Chicago.
ITe was well patr®fized by a few ultra-

lected his bureau and entertained
themselves in some manner, |

An eccentric gentleman goes from
office to office teaching the latest Pa-
risian style of hair-combing. He has
not been as successful as another en-
terprising person who deals in crests
and coats-of-arms. It is related thata
wealthy and hard-headed business
muan with o good, old fashioned name
somethiog like Ferguson was visited
by u dapper gentlemun, who carefully
unwrapped o framed water-color paint-
ing of a shield bearing certain heraldie
symbols,

*Well, what's that?" asked the mer-
chant,

“The Ferguson cont-of-arms, which
you havenright to use,” was the reply.

family and have proofs that you are a
lineal descendant from Lord Rupert
IPerruson, who distingnished himself
as o friend and sounselor of the duke
of Buckineham." A

“That muy be trne enongh, but I

fother was o farmer in Ohio, and my
arandfather used toown a four mill in
Pennsylvania. I never got any further
buels than that and never cared to."

The visitor went away much disap-
pointed.

But the hard-lieaded business man
happened to mention to his wife and
daughter that the coat-of-armi hnd
they impor-

what the cost might he. Therefore
the Ferguson family has a coat-of-
arms and o family tree, the two cost-
ing Mr. Ferguson no less than fifty
dollars, 1t is said that the same gren-
tleman who appronched liim has made
extensive rescarches for other wealthy
gentlemen with the invariable result
that somewhere in the dim past he has
found a family cont-of-arms.

A Chiengo woman is supporting her-
self and deriving o good income by in-
structing housewives how to make an-
gel food. She goes from house to
iouse, and when employed as an in-
ftructor goes into the kitchen with
lier pupil and makes a practical dem-
onstration of her skill. Sometimes a
second or thiwd visit s necessary, as
the housewife is not eonsidered apt
until she bales a suceessful cake under
the watehful eye of the instrmetor.
This woman receives two dollars from
ench pupil.

A eolored woman living i a remote
region of tho west side sopports her-
soll manazing a dish-washing eirenit.
Aong the street where she resides are
ubout twenty families, who have given

them, She goes from house to house
und covers the circuit three times a
duy, Her rates are fifteen cents a
week for a family of not more than
three, but the families are generous
and give her something extra 80 that
her ineome is consilorably more thau
diree dolliurs oW
The co
stam
”1!

wis cigar
n basket
s, Then




